MEDIA RELEASE – MOUNT MORGAN WATTLE DAY 2024

Mount Morgan Wattle Day is set to bloom on Sunday, 1 September 2024 at the historic Mount Morgan Railway Station for the Mount Morgan Wattle Day Festival.
Mount Morgan Promotion and Development Inc [MMPAD], has planned a free, fun-filled family day which is ideal for everyone.
The day gets underway at 9.00 am flowing on to the live entertainment under the Federation Fig Trees until finish at 2.30 pm 
This year MMPAD has engaged Jeremy Jones to MC the event.  Jeremy is the ABC radio Caprocornia Brekfast morning show presenter.
Headlining this year’s entertainment is the Boss Katana Band who are a popular pub and club band.
The band will be ably backed up by Mackenzie May, a singer-songwriter hailing from Central Queensland.  She is quickly making her mark on the country music scene. Building upon her recent achievements, including graduating from the Junior Academy of Country Music, being named a finalist in the 2023 Junior Ekka Country Music Showdown, 2024 Senior Ekka Country Music Showdown, and winning the Tamworth Songwriters Association Novice Songwriter of the year award for 2024, Mackenzie is steadily carving out her place in the industry. 
Jaymon Bob will also grace the Mount Morgan Wattle Day stage for his own musical segment.  A recent addition to the world of playing live music, Jaymon is fast becoming a popular singer in the Central Queensland Region.  
Aliza Ruth is a singer/songwriter from Yeppoon. Aliza started learning the guitar in November 2021 as a way of introducing music back into her life after a long hiatus. A former high school English teacher, Aliza has a love for writing, and has quickly progressed to merging her thought- provoking words with smooth, soothing melodies. Aliza has not allowed her vision loss to prevent her enjoying performing with her friend Leyton, who is a masterful guitarist and cover-artist. Aliza’s folk-style music is heartfelt and reflects themes of love, nature and healing. Both Aliza and guitarist Leyton will perform live in the morning at the festival 
Back on the Wattle Day Stage this year are the Sealey Sisters – Aleisha and Amanda - who have made regular appearances at Mount Morgan events.  Both sisters have won local competitions throughout the years and they continue to bring their own style to the Wattle Day festivities.
Renowned local bush poet, John Bidgood from Baralaba will round off the live entertainment with his recitations of Australian poets’ works as well as a few of his own poems.
After the success of last year’s creative workshops, Festival patrons will again have the opportunity to participate in the workshops on offer.  These include paint pouring and friend bird workshops with Shades of Allusion, creative flower art with Wild Wonder Bloom.  Wild Mount Morgan Clay will conduct three different workshops including recyled tin etching, eco painting and nature mono printing.  CQ photographer, Emily Eborn will offer photography workshops including a session first up on getting to know your camera while Mount Morgan’s local Men’s Shed will also offer some workshops.  Satya Yoga will offer three, free Yoga workshops.
If you would like to book in for any of the workshops email mmpa@mountmorgan.org.au.  A full program of workshop times will be printed in the 28 August 2024 edition of the Mount Morgan Argus and advertised on Facebook.
The Shades of Allusion workshop was made possible by funding from the Regional Arts Development Fund.  The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a partnership between the Queensland Government and Rockhampton Regional Council to support local arts and culture in regional Queensland.
There will also be free amusement rides for the kids as well as face painting and balloon twisting.
As at past events, the Golden Mount Nursery will supply Mount Morgan Wattle seedlings as a free give-away to Festival goers.
MMPAD President, John Steinberger said this year the festival promised to continue on from previous years with a fun filled day, jam packed with live music entertainment, free activities fitting for all interested to participate in and plenty of opportunities to learn new skills. 
“MMPAD has been organising this Wattle Day annual event since 2012.  We owe our success each year to all the volunteers who contribute many tireless hours of effort to bring this event to fruition. 
“Some seating will be available near the stage area and adjacent tables and seats for viewing from under the magnificent fig trees. This will add a shady, cool delight to our festival. Bring a fold up chair or  picnic rug to spread on the ground.
“Wattle Day is a wonderful way in which Central Queensland residents can celebrate Wattle Day and Mount Morgan’s very own wattle the Mount Morgan Silver Wattle 
This is a great opportunity for the whole community to come together. Everyone is welcome to join in.
“Most of everything at the event is free including admission into the festival. 
“Of course, items at stalls, Devonshire Teas and light refreshments will need to be purchased.  
“Entry fees into our great Railway Museum and platform area also apply.
Mr Steinberger said a value-added experience was available with guided tours of the historic Glenmore Junction Signal Cabin, undertaken during the day..This will be included with the admission to the Rail Museum.
“We’ve been very fortunate to have the support of some very good artists as well the Golden Mount Nursery,” he said. 
The Mount Morgan Wattle Day Festival also received some funding to assist with costs from Stanwell Power Station, Heritage Minerals and Stephen Andrew, Member for Mirani.
Make it a date for Sunday, 1 September, pop down to Mount Morgan’s heritage rail complex and enjoy all the live  entertainment, activities, amusement rides, market stalls and Devonshire Teas at the festival.  Devonshire Teas are available from 9.30 am to 12.45 pm.
For further information, please contact Mount Morgan Promotion and Development President, Mr John Steinberger on 0409 815 033 or email mmpad@mountmorgan.org.au.
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For Community announcements
Date: Sunday, 1 September 2024
Time: 9 am to 2.30 pm
Mount Morgan’s Wattle Day Festival has grown to become one of Mount Morgan’s major events.  Offering free live music and entertainment, amusement rides, balloon twisting, face painting, activities and market stalls, this is a fun-filled event for everyone held at the historic Mount Morgan Railway Complex.

